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Steppinginside artist Alfred Steiner's Manhattan studio is a bit like stepping into the

laboratory of a paintbrush-wielding mad scientist. His watercolor work — which has earned

him gallery shows around the world — consists mostly of characters and pop culture

mainstays, awesomely and absurdly pieced together from a hodgepodge of photo-real body

parts, animals, and found objects. We stopped by to talk inspiration and fast food mascots,

and to find out how how he parlayed a career in copyright law into the one he has now. We

even got an early look at a few never-before-seen pieces he'll be showing later this year. MOST READ
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Mestled behind several swinging doors in the back of the Chelsea loft he shares with his wife
and kids, Stelner's studio is a colorful, comfortable, and rowdy space that reeks of creativity.
It's Imposs| bie to walk in any direction without stumbling Into something strangely
interesting. whether It be a life-sized humean skeleton, shiny motoreycle jacket, fellating turds,
ora plle of Finaing Aemo stuffed enlmals.
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While art's ahweys heen & malor iInflieencs and habhby of his, Stetner didn't chonse it a= & carsar GUINEA PIG

path st first Infact, he has 8 degree from Harvard Law Schood and practiced imtellectual

property kaw fior seven years, untll his success In the artworkd allowed him te shift gears full _
time. This Is some of his early line IBustretion work, which would eventusity evolve Into the
signature style he's become known for.

TODAY | LEARNED

THE ESSEMTIALS

POPFULAR IN HOME

MATTHEW PERRY'S RIDICULOUS $12.5M
MALIBL BACHELOR PAD 1§ FOR SALE

6205 SANTA MONICA BLVD, LOS ANGELES, CA 90038 TEL 310-592-7980 WWW.101EXHIBIT.COM



101/ EXHIBIT

Paint palettes and brushes » law books and subpoenas. - F

THESE ABETRACT WORLD CUP POSTERE
RELATED commemorate THE GREATS | [
LOOK IMSIDE GRADO LABS: WHERE THE

WORLD'S BEST HEADPHOMES ARE MADE

Right now he's working on en upcoming exhibition, which will focus heavily on lconic logos
and branding. Can you tell what's whiat?

On eversge, each one of them — an emislzam of llustrations Inspired by photos end Images he
often sowrces from the Internet — takes about aweek and & half to complete.
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This one — which lkehy won't be a part of the upcoming show — actually features the
cheracters from the Mickelodeon cartoon Sanisy and Craizand wes commissioned by the
show's creator, who's a bigfan.

RELATED
BEHIMD THE SCEMES AT COMMOR: BESPOKE

STATIONER TO CELEBS, VIPS, AND THE
BUSIMESS ELITE

‘et another exampde of him tuming everyday objects on thelr heads, this bubble wrep” 1s
actusfly a bigsheet of glass, and would reguire s whole bounty of sctual b-wrep to arrive
unscethed In the mail.
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Thils 15 pert of & series Inwhlich he displeys calrns that he reconstructs after collecting them
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borderiine of nature and culture.
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Also from an esrller serfes, he cells this "Heavy Hended " It's a lesd cast of his hand In the
universal “1'm in charge, suckss" formation.
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Streddling the line beweeen art end function, his "Antl-Peaperazzl” |acket not only books badass
(itwas modeled after I ) A , burt aso packs & punch

ggeinst sggressive photogrephers.

It's cut from & speclal retroreflective material that, when hit by a carmers flash, completely
blows out the Imege. Were this to hitshelves for real, TMZ would no-doubt throw a sh*t fit.

Etmillarty, he recreated these two lconlc paparazz! shots of Lindssy Loben and Britney Spears
using retroreflective Ink, so the imeges appear anly when shet with & flash camers. Othenadse,

they'd pass for plain pleces of bleck paper.
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Thils trio of vintage fast food mescot dolis (who are all curlously red-headed) may or may not
be sesn In an upcoming plece.

-

And In keeping with the focus on the theme of brand logos snd copyright for the upcoming
show, he's toying with the kdea of imeverently repurposing leonlc high fashion labels on
clothes. To find out exacthy how though, you'll have to walt and see for yourseif.

Jige Mol auley i 8 senior editer for Supercompressor. He s snd forevar will be cresped out by

Ronald McDonsid.
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